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Thank you Mr. President,

The Republic of Macedonia welcomes the delegation of Suriname and thanks them for the presentation of their national report in the Second UPR cycle. 

We commend the progress achieved in areas of HR and institutional improvements since their first UPR. 
We highly appreciate establishment of the Commission on Legislation on Gender, comprised of representatives of various ministries, including the civil society organizations.
We welcome Suriname’s adoption of the national strategy to combat trafficking in persons, titled ‘Roadmap Suriname Combating Trafficking 2014-2018’.
While acknowledging some improvements in area of the rights of women, we have noted the findings in several reports which show that Suriname is still faced with significant challenges in the area of gender equality and violence against women. We believe that the government can make additional efforts to further improve the situation in this area. 

We note the steps of the Government in establishing its national human rights institution. We would like to encourage Suriname to continue with all its efforts in order to broaden the mandate of their NHRI in accordance with the Paris Principles. 
We would like to ask the Delegation of Suriname the following:  
We would appreciate for additional information regarding the steps that Government is making to observe the CERD conclusion which asks Suriname to adopt comprehensive national anti-trafficking legislation. 

The UNESCO encouraged Suriname to decriminalize defamation and place it within the civil code in accordance with international standards. Does the Government is considering to take measures in this regard?
The Republic of Macedonia has two recommendations to offer for consideration: 
Suriname to ratify the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment. 
Suriname to continue its efforts to enhance the rights of women in particular to eliminate all forms of violence against women. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
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